STEP I: Initial Identification and Assessment 

of Non-English Language Background (NELB) Students















All new students entering Fort Payne City Schools are given a Home Language Survey (HLS) 


to be completed at the time of enrollment.





Student is identified as NOMPHLOTE.  NOMPHLOTE students do not qualify for EL service. EL staff will notify school counselor to code student correctly in PowerSchool.





Student scores 5.0 higher on WIDA Screener and/or has documentation of no prior ESL service nor need  from previous school





Student answers “English” to ALL questions on HLS





Student lists a language other than English to ANY question on the HLS: Student is NELB.  School counselor must contact EL teacher and EL coordinator within 3 days of enrollment.  





All NELB/EL enrollment documentation is to be maintained in  the student’s cumulative record. EL teacher will maintain a folder for LIEP (Language Instruction Education Program) purposes.





Student is NOT NELB and is placed in general education program with NO ESL services





EL staff will conduct a thorough educational history review and all documentation related to NELB will be placed in the NELB’s folder.  EL staff will administer the WIDA screener as needed.





Student result is qualifying score (below 5.0)on WIDA and/or has documentation of prior ESL placement





Student will be identified as EL.  Student will be referred to EL Committee for decisions regarding EL placement and service.  EL staff will notify school counselor to code student correctly in PowerSchool.





Student previously exited from EL service, with four years of successful monitoring will be identified as FEL.  Student will be placed in regular classroom with NO EL service.  EL staff will notify school counselor to code student correctly in PowerSchool.





See STEP 2: EL Placement and Parent Notification


NOTE:  If enrollment occurs at the beginning of the year, EL Committee meets and notifies parents within 30 calendar days.  IF enrollment occurs after the beginning of the year, the EL committee meets and notifies parents within ten (10) school days for transfer students and thirty days (30) for newcomers.





 *30 days=30 full days


**10 days = 10 working days 
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